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TISD RECEIVES SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENT RATING  

 
FROM TEXAS SCHOOLS FIRST….SIX YEARS IN A ROW 

 
Texarkana, TX – During the Tuesday, September 16, 2008 Regular 

Meeting of the Texarkana Independent School District Board of Trustees, officials 
announced that the district received a rating of “Superior Achievement” under 
Texas’ Schools FIRST financial accountability rating system for the sixth year in 
a row.  The Superior Achievement rating is the state’s highest, demonstrating the 
quality of Texarkana ISD’s financial management and reporting system. The 
announced rating was based on financial results from the 2006-07 fiscal year.   

 
This is the sixth year of Schools FIRST (Financial Accountability Rating 

System of Texas), a financial accountability system for Texas school districts 
developed by the Texas Education Agency in response to Senate Bill 875 of the 
76th Texas Legislature in 1999.  The primary goal of Schools FIRST is to achieve 
quality performance in the management of school districts’ financial resources, a 
goal made more significant due to the complexity of accounting associated with 
Texas’ school finance system. 

 
“Receiving the superior achievement rating for the sixth year in a row is 

something that we take great pride in,” commented James Henry Russell, TISD 
Superintendent of Schools.  “It is extremely important to TISD that we make the 
most of our taxpayers’ dollars by being cost-effective, cost-efficient and 
accountable.  This rating confirms TISD’s excellence in managing and reporting 
taxpayer dollars.” 
 

The Schools FIRST accountability rating system assigns one of four 
financial accountability ratings to Texas school districts, with the highest being 
“Superior Achievement,” followed by “Above-Standard Achievement,” “Standard 
Achievement” and Substandard Achievement.”  Districts with serious data quality 
problems may receive the additional rating of “Suspended-Data Quality.”  
Districts that receive the “Substandard Achievement” or “Suspended – Data 
Quality” ratings under Schools FIRST must file a corrective action plan with the 
Texas Education Agency. 
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